
Happy Holidays 2022 and Happy New Year 2023! 
Season’s Greetings OCAG members and friends!  ‘Tis the 

season to be jolly and there is so much to be happy about this 
holiday season and beyond!  This time of the year brings out the 
spirit of giving in all of us.  Here at the Guild, I am so thankful 
for the generosity of our members, volunteers, and friends who 
gave so much of their time, energy, and money this past year to 
spread the joy of art to our art community and beyond to those 

less fortunate.
Be on the lookout for calls to help paint our “We Grow Artists” themed mural 

in December!  Thank you to the members who submitted their line art of flowers 
and other critters and creatures.  I am looking forward to seeing the beauty and 
diversity of our membership on full display outside of our Victorian lady!
Don’t forget to get your artwork ready for our Sweetwater’s Coffee and Tea 

display for December and for our Joy themed display here at the Guild!  I am 
so amazed at the talent our members have and how the beauty of each show has 
increased over time.  Keep up the good work!  Special thanks to our Gallery 
Committee for all of their efforts and for always ensuring that the works of our 
artists are wonderfully displayed.   
The first gift of Christmas was a child and we kick off our celebration of children 

and their families with our Jingle, Jolly, Joy event on December 3!  Thanks to 
Terry Konn and all of our volunteers who will make this celebration fun for those 
who join in the festivities.
Members are cordially invited to our Holiday Celebration during our December 

5 membership meeting at the Guild.  I hope to see you there!
We will end this year on a high note with our Benefit Concert for Hearts of 

Mercy on December 10, spreading cheer in the form of much needed funds and 
art supplies to needy children in Ocean County.  Please continue to contribute to 
the collection of art supplies for the Socks for Kids Program generously created 
by Tamara Woronczuk.   Thank you so much to our volunteers and musicians who 
are donating their time and talent to this worthy cause.
To help us in our efforts to continue to grow artists in 2023, please consider 

making a donation gift to the Guild and volunteering your time on any of our 
committees.  Many hands make for light work and we always welcome anyone 
who is looking to become more involved in enriching our organization and the art 
lives of our members!    
Looking ahead to 2023, the New Year, we reflect on what we might want to 

reclaim, restore, or renew.  For the Guild, that means having a plan to repair and 
restore our building.  For our artists and members, the new year can be a great 
time to renew our commitment to practice our art and reclaim time to do what we 
love and spend quality time with those near and dear to our hearts.  I invite you all 
to make a list of your dreams for your art and your life.  Set small actionable goals 
to help you achieve your dreams.  Make 2023 your best art year ever!
All the Best,
Kim Cesaretti
2022/23 President of OCAG
Live Your Best Art Life!

22 Chestnut Avenue, 
PO Box 1156
Island Heights,  
New Jersey 08732

Calendar of Events

A Message from the President

December 2022
December Dec 1: 1-3 PM Drop off for 
Dec/Jan Members Show; Theme: “Joy” 
& DYOT Group 10-4 PM & 7 PM Virtual 
Meeting- Photography at the Guild 
Dec 3: 10-4 PM Jingle Jolly Joy Event  
Dec 4:  2:00-4:00 PM, Drop in Portrait 
Group
Dec 5: 6 PM Members Meeting 
Dec 6: 7- 9 PM Long Pose Nude Figure 
Drawing
Dec 8: 10-4 DYOT Group
Dec 10: 1-4 PM OCAG Benefit Concert 
Dec 11: 2:00-4:00 PM Drop in Portrait 
Group
Dec 13: 7- 9 PM Long Pose Nude 
Figure Drawing
Dec 15: 1-3 PM Sweetwaters Drop Off 
& 10-4 DYOT Group
Dec 16: 1-3 PM Sweetwaters Drop Off 
Dec 18: 7-9 PM Song Circle 
Dec 23-Jan 2: Closed for the Holidays

January 2023
Jan 3: 7- 9 PM Long Pose Nude Figure 
Drawing 
Jan 5: 10-4 PM DYOT Group
Jan 7: 10-12:30 PM Drop In Figure 
Drawing 
Jan 8: 2:00-4:00 PM Drop in Portrait 
Group
Jan 13: 5 PM Art Book Club; mailing 
list for the Art Book Club: email Kim at 
cesarettikimberly@gmail.com or text 
732-814-2018.
Jan 14: 10-12:30 PM Drop In Figure 
Drawing 
Jan 15: 2:00-4:00 PM Drop In Portrait 
Group & 7 PM Song Circle 
Jan 17: 7- 9 PM Long Pose Nude 
Figure Drawing 
Jan 19: 10-4 PM DYOT Group
Jan 20: 7 PM Concert Showcase 
Jan 21: 10-12:30 PM Drop In Figure 
Drawing 
Jan 22: 2:00-4:00 PM Drop in Portrait 
Group
Jan 26: 10-4 PM DYOT Group
Jan 27:  5-6:15 PM Art Chat 
Jan 28: 10-12:30 PM Drop In Figure 
Drawing 
Jan 29: 2:00-4:00 PM Drop in Portrait 
Group
Jan 31: 7- 9 PM Long Pose Nude 
Figure Drawing 
Feb 1: 1-3 PM Drop off for Feb 
Members Show
Feb 2: 1-3 PM Drop off for Dec/Jan 
Members Show

Check Out !Membership Letter  on page 2



December Benefit Concert

Saturday, December 10, 2022 1:00-4:00 PM. 
An afternoon of music, refreshments and browse the art in the galleries. A basket of art supplies will 

be raffled off.
Join us at this Benefit concert for HEARTS OF MERCY. The lineup of musicians so far includes 

Custom Blend Band, Michael Baine, Bob Andrews, Mary Lutton, Barbara Paskin, Jim Crawford and 
Bill Doerge. 
We ask that you give generously to support this worthy organization. If you are unable to attend, 

you can donate online and choosing 
“Support Community Outreach Programs” from the dropdown menu... and thank you.

Each year the Ocean County Artists Guild holds a concert to benefit a worthy organization. This year, 
we have chosen Hearts of Mercy to be the recipient of the proceeds from our holiday concert.  Please 
join us in our effort to support needy children and their families this holiday season.

HEARTS of MERCY is a nonprofit organization that provides support, care and guidance in the lives of underserved children in the 
Barnegat and Manahawkin communities. With a focus on the hearts and minds of today’s youth, HOM has established close relationships 
with local elementary, middle, and high schools in order to deepen our understanding of the needs of the children in their program. 
They provide tutoring, mentoring, access to sports and enrichment throughout the academic year as well as summer camp. With these 
opportunities, HOM exposes their students to new people, places, and experiences that aid in positive growth and development.

Dear Member,

I hope this letter finds you well. We are asking that you renew your support of the Guild by sending in your 
2023 dues or renewing online at www.ocartistsguild.org/shop. 
This revenue will help us continue, and expand, the offerings available to our membership and the community 

at large.  
Here is a video on how to login and register a password: https://youtu.be/YqOzAdaEZyc 
Your membership will enable you to take advantage of discounts on classes, workshops, event fees and 

ability to exhibit in the monthly members shows. 
We are working toward transitioning to a YTD renewal system. 
If you wish further information, you can call 732-270-3111 or email me at membership@ocartistsguild.org
Respectfully, 
Wendy Kovacs, Membership Secretary

Member Info

https://www.ocartistsguild.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/HEARTS-OF-MERCY.pdf
https://www.ocartistsguild.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/December-benefit-musicians.pdf
https://www.ocartistsguild.org/donate/
https://www.ocartistsguild.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/HEARTS-OF-MERCY.pdf
https://www.ocartistsguild.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/HEARTS-OF-MERCY.pdf
http://www.ocartistsguild.org/shop
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YqOzAdaEZyc
mailto:membership%40ocartistsguild.org?subject=


small bucket of water. Their faces 
clearly express their joy! The three 
children in the other photo however, 
simply do not get it! Even though 
they are holding letters spelling 
out JOY, their faces are telling us 
otherwise! Lesson learned is that joy 
cannot be forced, but can be chosen! 
So…choose joy….and choose to 
support the artists of the OCAG as 
they showcase their expressions of 
JOY!

Exhibit runs from Dec 3, 2022-Jan 
31, 2023

December/January In the Gallery
Samples of work reflecting the theme Joy

Think about it….What brings you 
joy? How do you express it? This 
December and January, member 
artists from the Ocean County 
Artist’s Guild will be showcasing 
their depictions of JOY in all the 
galleries. 
Joy is defined as a feeling of great 

pleasure and happiness. Words to 
describe it include ecstatic, exultant 
and elation. Some refer to it as 
more intense or extreme. Others 
see it as a feeling of overflowing or 
even bursting with happiness. Still, 
others describe joy as something 
devoid of any sadness or pain. For 

Artwork by OCAG Members

many it is a more spiritual 
matter, something that can 
be attained despite difficult 
circumstances. Holidays 
tend to encourage us to 
focus on joy as carols such 
as “Joy To The World” and 
messages of hope, peace 
and joy reverberate around 
the world.
Joy can be expressed in a 

variety of ways including 
song, dance, facial expressions and 
body motions. Even names are used 
to invoke joy. It is such a powerful 
emotion that it can also, and often 
is, expressed with tears…tears of 
joy! 
Throughout history, artists have 

sought to capture joy on their 
canvases. To artists of all mediums, 
Joy is best expressed as movement 
using brushstrokes, vibrant light 
and airy colors, and motion of 
their subjects. They try to express 
sensations of floating, leaping, and 
radiating upward as if rising from 
the soul. It has been noted that 
powerful paintings can affect a 
person’s moods and attitudes. Many 
great Masters such as Matisse, Van 
Gogh and Girard have strived to 
paint joy in their masterpieces. The 
joy of life is a popular theme among 
artists. A favorite is the “Joy Of 
Life” by Francois Girard.
Joy is usually spontaneous and can 

easily be spread to the delight of its 
audience. Two photos on this page 
include children. The irony of the 
photos does not go unnoticed.  The 
“Girls In The Bucket” are having as 
much fun and joy as they can in a 



A huge thank you to all the members of your OCAG Gallery Committee.   
This committee continues to work tirelessly to find and book Solo Artists from near and far.   The members 

normally meet the last Friday of each month to hang all the submitted artwork to the best viewing advantage.  Each 
member brings their unique abilities to the 
committee and all ideas and suggestions 
are considered with care.  The Gallery 
Committee is responsible for making up 
the yearly calendar, including Solo shows; 
displaying works of members in gallery; 
scheduling annual membership shows 
and other special exhibits ; keeping file of 
exhibitors’ works; public building shows; 
and working in cooperation with other 
chairpersons.  We are proud to say that we 
are close to filling our 2023 Calendar.
This committee normally meets the last 

Friday of each month at 10:00 am and 
would like to welcome any interested 
members who might like to attend one of 
our meetings if you are contemplating joining this committee.
Committee Members: First Row left to right, Sally Cornelison, Janet Frederikson (incoming Chair), Tamara 

Woronczuk, Barbara Marsh.  Back Row left to right, Francine VanOstrand, James Doremus, Terry Marie Konn, 
Louis Rivera, Zenka Sommers, Carol Ann Oporto, and Jo Guscott (outgoing Chair)
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Mary Jo Austin 
 
Our own Mary Jo Austin won $500 in the Audubon Artists Annual Juried Show. Her piece titled 
“We Caught One”, received the Honorary Daniel E. Greene NA Memorial Award in Oils and 
Acrylics. You can see the entire show on line by visiting the Audubon Artist website. 

Our own Mary Jo Austin won 
$500 in the Audubon Artists 
Annual Juried Show. Her 
piece titled “We Caught One”, 
received the Honorary Daniel 
E. Greene NA Memorial 
Award in Oils and Acrylics. 
You can see the entire show on 
line by visiting the Audubon 
Artist website.



Halloween
Special Events

Faga Fiorino’s Gathering



Special Events

The Ocean County Artists Guild is looking for 
Quilters, Weavers, and Textile Artists as we 

develop a curated show featuring original quilts 
and textile pieces.

Questions? Please contact Tamara Woronczuk at: 
TWoronczuk@yahoo.com.

We Need You!
The Holiday season is just around the 
corner, and this year we’re bringing 

jingle, jolly, and joy to the Guild! 

To make this event our best yet,  
we need your help! 

We’re looking for greeters,  
gift-wrappers, and crafters to volunteer 

in 2-hour shifts!



Dot Johnson 
Dot Johnson thinks she’s late for 

everything in her life; born five hours 
after her twin, married at 28, had a 
son at age 35 and an art degree at 50.  
Maybe she’s not tardy but more like 
deliberate and tenacious!
Like most of us Dot had an early 

inclination that she loved art and 
wanted to make it a big part of her life 
,but she thought only men could be 
artists so she put that idea out of her 
head. However, at the age of 37, and 
in a more enlightened era, Dot enrolled 
at Ocean County College and took up 
oil painting.  Later on she explored 
watercolor at Georgian Court and at 
the age of 64 graduated from Stockton 

College with a BA in Art. In 
her words,”It is never too late 
to follow your dreamland keep 
working at something you 
love.”.
Dot is a familiar face at 

OCAG. Many of the members 
know her from her years as 
receptionist. She also had a 
solo show here two years ago 
and is currently attending Carol 
Covin’s “Do Your Own Thing 
With Instruction.”Dot enjoys 
the still life set-ups and loved to 
explore the perspectives, shapes, 
and forms. What first brought 
her here to OCAG was an instructor 

at OCC who suggested to her to 
take advantage of the life drawing 
sessions at OCAG.  What keeps her 
here are the friendships and shared 
interest in improving her skills.
Dot like to examine different types 

of form and especially studies the 
work of Edourad Manet and his 
ability to use a few simple stokes 
to tell his story. You can see she has 
learned her lessons well , through  
her watercolors she has learned to 

loosen up and “let the paint work for 
itself”.
In addition to oils and watercolor, 

Dot enjoys making collages, taking 
photographs and working in pencil.   
She has received awards for her 
watercolors and collages at the United 
Methodist Church juried shows. 
Dot is winner all around! Not only 

because of her talent but also with 
her time she gives volunteering at the 
OCAG.



Photography Club
Photography at the Guild had a wonderful show this past October.  We received over 76 amazing 

images and had an exciting opening with well over 100 hundred visitors.  A big “Thank You”  to all the 
photographers who exhibited and congratulations to everyone who earned a ribbon.  A complete list of 
the winners is posted on the Guild’s web page.
To prepare for 2023, a virtual meeting will be held on Thursday December 1, 2022, to recruit volunteers, 

develop programs for the upcoming year and begin the organization of the juried show for 2023.  If you 
are interested in photography and wish to  volunteer in any of the following areas, we urge you to attend 
and become engaged!
•   Posting to the Instagram Account “Photography@TheGuild” and other social media sites to promote 

our work.
•   Assist in coordinating meetups, identify locations, guide the participants through the site visit.  Hold 

follow up meetings either live or via zoom.
•   Identify learning topics and instructors to build programs for enhanced skills, specifically for new 

enthusiasts.
•   Coordinate and assist in the annual juried show.  Select judges, categories and coordinate the show 

logistics.
•   Be a staff photographer for the guild.  Photograph the monthly art openings held at the Guild, catalog 

and photograph entries to Sweetwater or other Guild related events and concerts.

The zoom details are as follows:

When: Thursday December 1, 2022
Time: 7:00 PM
Zoom link:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85048793749
Thank you,
Bill McNamara
Photography Chair

Winners of the Photography Show



OCAG’s FREE Monthly Art Chat
By Kim Cesaretti, OCAG Art Chat Facilitator

The Guild’s FREE Monthly Art Chat is a great way to connect with fellow artists and
make new art friends!  Whether you consider yourself a professional artist or a beginner,
you will find great value in sharing your art with others.

Gatherings are held the 4th Friday of each month at 5 PM.  Artists of all levels, art
mediums, and art styles are cordially invited to bring a work of art, either a completed
work or a work-in-progress, to share with the group. Ask for feedback or ideas on how
to handle challenges or solve technical issues, get inspired, and learn the vocabulary of
good design through lively and informative discussions! Not working on anything right
now, please feel free to come and join the conversation.

Here are some highlights from our last Art Chat.  The artwork shared was a beautiful
display with a diverse representation of mediums and styles - a feast for the eyes!
Thanks so much to the members who joined us!

Artists (clockwise from top left):  Francine VanOstrand (mixed media), Tamara Woronczuk (textiles), Kerry
Congdon (sculpture), Manju Parkavi (photography), Joyce Bersen (abstract acrylic), Kim Cesaretti
(abstract acrylic)

Art Chat
OCAG’s FREE Monthly Art Chat
By Kim Cesaretti, OCAG Art Chat Facilitator

The Guild’s FREE Monthly Art Chat is a great way to connect with fellow artists and make new art friends!  Whether you 
consider yourself a professional artist or a beginner, you will find great value in sharing your art with others.
Gatherings are held the 4th Friday of each month at 5 PM.  Artists of all levels, art mediums, and art styles are cordially 

invited to bring a work of art, either a completed work or a work-in-progress, to share with the group. Ask for feedback or 
ideas on how to handle challenges or solve technical issues, get inspired, and learn the vocabulary of good design through 
lively and informative discussions! Not working on anything right now, please feel free to come and join the conversation.
Here are some highlights from our last Art Chat.  The artwork shared was a beautiful display with a diverse representation 

of mediums and styles - a feast for the eyes!  Thanks so much to the members who joined us!
Our next Art Chat dates are Nov 25 and January 27 .  Pre-registration is not required but you can let Kim know if you 

plan on attending via Mobile/Text at 732-814-2018 or email at cesarettikimberly@gmail.com.

A special word of thanks 
to all the Holiday elves 
who helped decorate 
the guild. 

Thank you!



This program is made possible in part by a grant administered by the Ocean County Cultural & Heritage 
Commission from funds granted by the New Jersey State Council on the Arts.

22 Chestnut Avenue, PO Box 1156
Island Heights, New Jersey 08732

Ocean County Phone 732-270-3111
Website: www.ocartistsguild.org
email: info@ocartistsguild.org

OPEN STUDIO GROUPS
For MEMBERS and GUESTS

Print Class
Tuesdays, 12:30-4:00 pm $7 Guild donation + materials

Reduction printing in all forms– In the Studio

Do Your Own Thing
Thursdays, 10:00am-4:00 pm. Come paint or sketch

$10 Guild Donation—In the studio.

Long Pose Life Drawing Studio
Tuesdays, 7:00-9:00pm,

$15 Model Fee—In the studio

Clothed Model Studio
2nd, 3rd & 4th Sundays, 2:00-4:00 pm Portraits & Figure

Model Fee $10 in the Studio

Undraped Figure Drawing, Long Poses
Saturdays, 10:00am-12:30pm 
$10 Model Fee—In the studio

Please address any news items to: info@ocartistsguild.org, 
with Newsletter in the subject heading

Kim Cesaretti  President’s Letter
Jo Guscott  In Our Galleries
Dario/Kovacs  Classes 
Bill McNamara  Photography Club
Tamara Woronczuk Workshops
Judy Lepore  Editor
Sally Dracikiewicz Newsletter Designer

STAFF

NOTICE: Payment on sales will be made within 30 days from the 
end of the month in which the commission was earned.

Welcome  
New Members

Thank you to our Sponsors for their generosity and 
support of the Arts in Ocean County!

Winter Classes  
on website NOW

www.ocartistsguild.org/events/
category/general-events/

We are offering a wide  
variety of classes

Most adult classes are limited  
to 12-14 students,  

unless otherwise noted.
Children’s classes are limited  

to 9-12 students.

Emily Appleby 
Christine Ayers

Krista Bembenek
Joyce Bersen

Mark & Linda Bolton
Colette Cannataro

Robert Dee
Victoria DiTaranto

A. (John) Dosio
Susan Kolb

Elizabeth McCarthy
Amanda McKenna
Helene McMullan

Daphne Moore
Tricia Moran
Kelly Ratcliff

David Riccardi
Elizabeth Sarris
Andrew Schwarz
Brooke Sherman
Mary Alice Smith

Jean Sullivan

Sign up NOW before PRICE CHANGES go into 
effect on September 1st

https://www.ocartistsguild.org/events/category/general-events/
https://www.ocartistsguild.org/events/category/general-events/

